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Annette Tesoriero has created and performed in a wide range of musical and theatrical events 
and is widely known for her innovative work in new form music theatre. In this capacity she has 
enjoyed working with some of Australia’s most exciting musicians, composers, theatre 
practitioners and visual artists.  Her voice and writing workshops are lively and assist 
participants to draw on their own artistic, vocal and life resources to create new works.  
 
Voice:  Mezzo Soprano 
Education: Bachelor of Arts (University of Sydney), Masters of Management in Arts 
Management (University of Technology, Sydney) – currently enrolled 
Language proficiency for  per formance: English, French, Italian, Modern Greek, Spanish, 
German 
 
MOST RECENT PERFORMANCES and CURRENT PROJECTS 
 
August – October 2008 Dramaturg for creative development of new work Missing the Bus to 
David Jones – a theatrical investigation into ageing and institutional care - Theatre Kantanka 
Residencies at Performance Space and Campbelltown Arts 
 
August –September 2008, Finale including a 2 week workshop with Pacitti &  Co, UK’s pre-
eminent contemporary performance company and a selected group of 12 Sydney performance 
artists, Performance Space, Sydney 
 
April 2008 Vocal Recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Yass Music Club 
 
December 2007 Vocal Recital with Karen Cummings and Nigel Kellaway (piano), Women’s 
College, University of Sydney 
 
December 2007 Vocal Recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Sutherland Music Club 
 
October 2007 YouthÕs Magic Horn Ð created and performed new work with Rohan Gray 
(French horn) Spielzimmer UNSW and Goethe Institute for “Germany Faces” Arts Festival 
 
October 2007 Par tenope Café Carnivale, Musica Viva Glen St Theatre 
 
October 2007 Voice and Guitar recital with Ken Burns (guitar) Newington School  
 
October 2007 Night time#4 Carboot Show, Bora the opera, Performance Space Sydney 
 
September 2007 Vocal Recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Shoalhaven Music Club 
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September 2007 A Box of ol ÕStuff or  a Musical Legacy Illustrated Vocal Recital for History 
Week 2007 with Lynne Murray (Soprano), Michael Halliwell (baritone) and Lindsay Gilroy 
(piano) 
 
May 2007 Night Time #2 Performance Space, Sydney 
 
April 2007 The Cur ious Pain of Louis XIV comp & librettist Heinz Schweers. Role- Marquise 
de Maintenon, Seymour Centre, Sydney. 
 
February 2007 Singing the Space, the grand opening of Performance Space at Carriageworks, 
performer and artistic consultant 
 
December 2006 Vocal Recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Women’s College, University of 
Sydney 
 
November 2006 Vocal recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Glebe Music Festival, Margreta 
Cottage, Glebe 
 
November 2006 Vocal Recital with Nigel Kellaway (piano) Yass Music Club. 
 
October 2006 – Concer t for  Kate, Vocal Recital with David Harper (piano) exploring the theme 
of orientalism in Victorian times inspired by the painter Frederic Lord Leighton.  Leighton 
House Museum, London. 
 
 
TEACHING/MENTORING and COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

• Cantor and choir leader, Annandale –St BrendanÕs Catholic Church, Annandale-current 
• Voice Workshops for theatre practitioners and per formance makers, Sydney- current  
• Workshop leader for voice and contemporary performance making classes – Edith Cowan University, 

WA- 2007 
• Artistic and vocal consultant for ÒSinging in the Space. Housewarming for The Performance Space in its 

new home at Carriageworks, Eveleigh, February 2007.  Working with director Nigel Kellaway, and 
Performance Space staff, I liaised with community groups and artists to bring together a  “vocal and 
musical” event, which included community choirs from Redfern and Leichardt, hip hop performers, and 
sound artists.  

• Get Vocal – facilitated exploration of voice and imagination for Intersections July- August 2006 
Performance Space Sydney  

• Mentor for young writers Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras 2000 and 2001 
• Marr ickville Sing! Children and Adult Community Choir, Marrickville - 1996 

 
 
INNOVATIVE CONTEMPORARY PRACTICE Ð WRITER AND PERFORMER 
 

• The opera Project Inc. 1995 co founded with Nigel Kellaway, The opera Project inc, dedicated to the 
mission of reassessing opera and its accoutrement and since that time has performed in and collaborated 
on three major works The Ber lioz: our  vampires ourselves, The Ter ror  of Tosca and Tr istan. All 
initially produced at Sydney’s Performance Space.  The Berlioz toured to Hobart and Brisbane. 

• Choux Choux Baguette Remembers- opera cabaret co-authored with Nigel Kellaway .Numerous 
seasons from 1993 to present - Sydney, Perth, Wagga, Canberra and Hong Kong. 

• Don Juan (1991) The Sydney Front, Sydney, Adelaide, Perth, Amsterdam, Dusseldorf, Salzburg, Linz, 
Klagenfurt, Brussels, London and Copenhagen and Hong Kong. 

• Stages of Ter ror  (1993) co authored with Sarah Miller, Jai McHenry, Katia Molino, Andrea Aloise, The 
Performance Space, Sydney 
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• Tales of Love (1993) co-authored with Richard Vella, Nigel Kellaway and John Baylis, seasons at The 
Performance Space, Sydney and PICA, Perth, WA 

• Santa Lucia Does the Balmain Polka (1993) The Italian Connection- Italian artists in 19th Century 
Australia; co authored Nigel Kellaway SH Ervin Gallery, Sydney. Gerard Willems - piano 

• An Intimate Key Note Address (1993) The Goethe Institute, Sydney –co authored Nigel Kellaway 
• Cheesecake Cabaletta  (1994) with Deb Hart (French horn) and Graham Jacups (viola) Art Gallery of 

NSW, Contemporary Benefactors Dinner and Contemporary Performance Week, Sidetrack Performance 
Group 

• Song Cycle with Cement M ixer  (1995) NSW Writers Center - Spring Writing, Griffin Theatre Festival 
of New Works and Open Season, Performance Space 

• Juan, two, three, Juan, two, three, four , five  “A referenced pastorale for two seasoned performers” 
(2005) with Heidrun Lohr (visual artist) Accidents and Alchemies, Performance Space 2005 

• Ant Dreaming (2006)  “Heidrun’s Ants on the Hay Plain” with Heidrun Lohr (visual artist) 
Accidents and Alchemies, Performance Space 
 
 
OTHER WORLD PREMIERES 
 

• Did you hear  what he said? (1985) Writer and director Derek Kreckler, Performance Space 
• Stolen Time (1986) Writer and director Derek Kreckler, Performance Space 
• Balancing Acts (1985) installation artist Anne Graham, Performance Space 
• Parabola (1990) composer and conductor Andrew Ford and librettist Barbara Blackman, University 

Wollongong 
• Ar ias for  Phonograph and Singers (1987) composer and director Caroline Wilkins, Music Theatre 

Workshops Australian National Playwrights Conference, ANU 
• Dreaming aloud in the Hotel Faded (2005) writer Noelle Janaczewsa, director Constantine Koukias, 

Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras, Seymour Centre.  
• The Poetry of Bruce Dawe (1989) Production for Secondary schools.  Director Jade McCutcheon 

Sydney Theatre Company 
• Volcano and Vision (1993) composer Rainer Linz, lib Paul Greene, dir Nigel Kellaway, Calculated Risks 

Opera 
• Sweet Death (1991) composer Andrew Greenwell, librettist Abe Pogos, dir Douglas Horton Chamber 

Made Opera and Melbourne International Festival for the Arts 
• The Remedy (1989) composer Raffaele Marcellino, librettist Marguerite Bunce, Sydney Metropolitan 

Opera 
 
 
SOUND RECORDINGS FOR THEATRE WORKS 
 

• Drowning in a Sea of Dreams (1994) One Extra Dance Company, composer Sarah De Jong Performance 
Space 

• All Souls (1995) playwright Daniel Keene, composer Sarah de Jong, Griffin Theatre Company.  
 
 
RECORDINGS FOR RADIO BROADCAST 
 

• A Climate of Violence (1997) written with and produced by Cathy Peters, The Listening Room ABC 
Radio 

• Tales of Love (see above for details of work) ABC Radio 
• Sweet Death (see below for details of work) ABC Radio 
• Volcano and Vision (see above for details of work) ABC Radio 
• Songs by Italian composers in Australia (see Santa Lucia does the Balmain Polka for details) ABC Radio 
• Dreaming Aloud in the Hotel Faded (see above for details of work) ABC Radio 
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COMEDY 
 

• Les Deux Accordeons (1995) Girl’s Night Out Women’s Comedy Festival, Belvoir St Theatre 
 
 
OPERATIC ROLES PERFORMED 
 

• The Mother (sung in Greek) (2004) The Master  Builder  composer Manolis Kalomiris directed by 
Constantine Koukias, NIDA Theatre 

• Claudia Sweet Death (1991) composer Andrew Greenwell, librettist Abe Pogos, dir Douglas Horton 
Chamber Made Opera and Melbourne International Festival for the Arts. Nominated for a Victorian Green 
Room Award for Female Artist in a Leading Role. World Premiere 

• Scarlotta (1989) The Remedy composer Raffaele Marcellino, librettist Marguerite Bunce, dir John 
Wregg, Musical Director Roland Peelman. World premiere 

• Woman (1993) Volcano and Vision composer Rainer Linz, librettist Paul Greene, dir Nigel Kellaway. 
World premier.  

• Arminda (1991) La Finta Gardinera W.A.Mozart, UNSW Opera, Director Bernd Benthaak Conductor 
Roger Covell  

• Mother (1984) The Consul Giancarlo Menotti Opera Mode director Colleen Clifford, Musical director 
Edith Rens 
 
 
ILLUSTRATED TALKS 
 

• W Voice r Sound Interactions around Music. The Women’s Research Centre and Department of Music, 
University of Western Sydney, Artspace, Sydney (7-8 July 1996)  

• Third International Voice Symposium The Art and Science of Voice NIDA Sydney (19 –21 May 1995) 
• Transportations: Festival of New Performance, Sidetrack Performance Group (1996) 
• Guest speaker post graduate seminar University of Wollongong (1996) 
• Guest resident artist and lecturer Edith Cowan University, WA (October 2007) 

 
 
IN RECITAL 
 

• The Passion Ensemble (1998 – 2000) featuring music of JS Bach and Kurt Weill 
• Hellenic Arts Association under the direction of Vangelis Papageorgiou- concerts with orchestra and 

recitals of ancient and modern Greek music 
• Song and Lieder Recitals for Associated Music Clubs of Australia, National Lieder Society and many 

other music associations throughout Australia and overseas.  
• Customised Vocal Recital programs for cultural institutions including Art Gallery of NSW, the Australian 

National Maritime Museum and Leighton House Museum London  
 
 
ON CD 
 

• Anthology of Australian Music on Disc- CSM:33 Radiophonics- Ten years of the Listening Room 
• Icarus TP 150  Andrew Ford (Parabola)  
• Don Juan -Raffaele Marcellino 

 
 
REFERENCES IN L ITERATURE   
 

• Discussing theory- practice relationships in Performance- Peter Eckersall – Performance Studies in 
Australia - Australasian Drama Studies October 2001 

• Arias - Recent Australian Music Theatre – John Jenkins and Rainer Linz – Red House editions Melbourne 
• Various Sounds Australian Journals Australian Music Centre 

 
 
 


